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BOND HIGHLIGHTS
Downtown Garland welcomes the next wave of revitalization
with one of the most highly anticipated projects from the 2019
bond program starting construction: the redevelopment of the
Downtown Square.

"The ways we use the Square have changed," Mayor Scott
LeMay said. "But it has always been a gathering place.
For all the progress, all the change, we keep coming back
to the Square."

Members of the Garland City Council, staff and Downtown
business leaders held a groundbreaking ceremony Thursday,
Nov. 18. A fence now surrounds the Square. Fifth Street has
been closed with Main Street following.

Businesses will be open throughout construction, so you can
still visit your favorite shops, organizations and restaurants.
Signs and maps will lead you to available parking.
"What's happening Downtown is changing the image of
our entire city," said Cary Hodson, president of the Garland
Downtown Business Association. "We know the risks. We're
open for your business. Please continue to shop Downtown
and support our businesses."

Upon completion, the Downtown Square will host our
community’s many interests and needs, along with larger
festivals, live music and other events. Key features will include
a large recreational and event lawn, a treehouse within a larger
imaginative play area, a shade pavilion for smaller impromptu
performances, starlit patios and a distinctive gateway feature.

"They're going to need help. They're going to need your
support," LeMay said.

The history of the Square traces to a Thanksgiving Day 1899
fire that burned the businesses and homes that lined the site
and the decision then to create a shared public space.

Construction is expected to take 18 to 20 months on the
Downtown Square and up to 24 months on the streetscapes
in the broader area.

"This Square has a long history of change and adapting to
different community needs and community desires," City
Council Member Deborah Morris said.

Visit GarlandTX.gov/DowntownConstruction.

Downtown Square Construction - Phase 1 (of 4)

TRANSPORTATION BUILDING

Garland’s Transportation Operations and Maintenance
Facility opened for staff use in December!
The improvements have brought shop areas
up to current industry standards. Higher-edge
technology assists with daily operations.
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The Operations and Maintenance Facility houses
the Traffic Signal Division, which tests, maintains
and monitors traffic signals, communications
infrastructure, traffic cameras, school flashers, and
crosswalk flashers and signs. It is also home to the
Markings Division, which maintains all lane lines, stop
bars and crosswalks, and manufactures and installs
all traffic-related signage throughout the city.
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For updates on these and all 2019 bond projects, visit BuildGarland.com.
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ANIMAL SHELTER

The Animal Shelter and Adoption Center is
nearly complete! Finishing touches are being
made on this beautiful new facility and the
building should open in early 2022. For as
little as $100, the shelter will be equipped with
a brick displaying your name, your company’s
name or your way to honor a special person or
furry friend. Or, you can sponsor a bench,
a kennel or even a meet-and-greet room!
Proceeds will go toward the shelter animals'
nutrition, medical needs, enrichment, cruelty
cases and more.
Donate at Licensepet.com/GarlandDonate or
email ADunphy@GarlandTX.gov.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
DAY IN GARLAND
Parade Route
‣ Parade starts on Dairy Road at Garden Drive
(near Embree Park)
‣ North on Dairy Road to State Highway 66 (Avenue D)
‣ West on State Highway 66 (Avenue D) to First Street
‣ North on First Street to State Highway 66 (Avenue B)
‣ West on State Highway 66 (Avenue B) to Glenbrook
‣ North to Austin Street
‣ East to Granville Arts Center (parade ends)

MLK Parade Route
Parade, 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 15:
The Garland Unit of the NAACP will host its 33rd annual event,
starting near Embree Park and ending at the Granville Arts
Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 15:
The musical will be presented at the Granville Arts Center.
Performances from the MLK Communitywide Youth Choir and
Garland Independent School District fine arts students will be
featured. Parade float winners will also be announced. Free and
open to the public.
"Youth Extravaganza," 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16:
Youth groups from area churches and Garland ISD will
showcase spiritual talents in praise dance, and their athletic
talents in step routines at the Granvile Arts Center. Free and
open to the public.
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City News
2021 Accomplishments

Dallas Area Rapid Transit’s redesigned bus network goes
into effect Monday, Jan. 24.
DART officials said the new network will provide service
within walking distance to 74% of those who live in its
service area, an increase of 6% over the current network.
New GoLink on-demand service zones help achieve the
added coverage.
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Call 972-381-5044, voice box 5, or visit GarlandTxNAACP.org.
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Note: As the COVID-19
pandemic continues to impact
events, check GarlandTX.gov
for updated program listings.

Core frequent bus routes will have 15-minute peak time
and 20-minute midday frequency. Light rail service will
also return to pre-pandemic levels, providing 15-minute
peak time service and more frequent evening service.
Bus routes will be more direct, focusing on major transit
corridors and reducing the number of stops. Buses will
run between 5 a.m. and midnight daily, with core routes
operating from 4 a.m. to 1 a.m.

Visit DARTzoom.org for details on the new bus network.

On Social Media

Email

Garland@GarlandTX.gov
On the Web

GarlandTX.gov
MakeYourMarkGarland.com

@GarlandTXGOV

City of Garland, Texas Government
#MYMGarland

#GarlandTX

January-February 2022 Garland City Press

3

2022
Elections

Texas will hold a March 1 primary election for
U.S. House of Representatives and state seats
including the governor, Senate and House
representatives, and judges.
Here are some important dates in the process:
Saturday, Jan. 1: First day to apply for a ballot
by mail
Monday, Jan. 31: Last day to register to vote
Monday, Feb. 14-Friday, Feb. 25: Early voting
Tuesday, March 1: Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Visit dallascountyvotes.org for voting times
and locations.

Friday, Feb. 18: Last day to file for an
application on the ballot
Tuesday, Feb. 22: Last day for a write-in
candidate to declare candidacy
Tuesday, April 26: Last day to apply for a ballot
to be voted by mail
Tuesday, April 26-Tuesday, May 3: Early voting
Saturday, May 7: Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The City of Garland will hold a May 7 general
election to elect council members for Districts
1, 2, 4 and 5.
Here are some important dates in the process:
Saturday, Jan. 1: First day to apply for a ballot
by mail
Tuesday, Jan. 4: A candidate package will be
available on the City Secretary’s webpage
under “Elections”
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 11: New candidate
orientation to provide assistance in navigating
the application process
Wednesday, Jan. 19: First day to file an
application for a place on the ballot

City Council

Candidates are required to make an
appointment with the City Secretary before
delivering an application for a place on the
ballot. Visit GarlandTX.gov/256/Elections for
voting times and locations.

City Council Members
Mayor

District

District

CITY COUNCIL SCHEDULE

City Council Work Sessions

broadcast – 6 p.m. Jan. 3, Jan. 19, Jan. 31, Feb. 14 and Feb. 28
• Live
Rebroadcast
the following Tuesday, Thursday and Friday – 9 a.m.,
• Wednesday and
Thursday – 7 p.m.

City Council Regular Meetings

broadcast – 7 p.m. Jan. 4, Jan. 18, Feb. 1 and Feb. 15
• Live
the following Wednesday – 9 a.m.,
• Rebroadcast
Friday – 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday – 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
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– 7 p.m. Jan. 10, Jan. 24, Feb. 16 and Feb. 21
• Meetings
Meetings
be rebroadcast the following Tuesday,
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and Friday – 9 a.m.
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You may notice changes to this map. In fact,
you may now reside in a different City Council
district. The Garland City Charter requires
a review of the districts every five years.
Substantial population growth in some districts
required changes be made to Council district
boundaries in 2021. In drawing new lines, the
City uses the latest census information available.
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B.J. Williams
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
972-898-7672
Council4@GarlandTX.gov

District

Rich Aubin
972-325-2529
Council5@GarlandTX.gov
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Ed Moore
214-243-3053
Council3@GarlandTX.gov
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Deborah Morris
214-273-4387
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Jeff Bass
469-831-5620
Council1@GarlandTX.gov
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972-205-2400
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Keep up
with the latest
public meetings.
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Robert Vera
469-782-4482
Council6@GarlandTX.gov

30

Receive public meeting agendas in your inbox.
1

Visit GarlandTX.gov.

2 Click on the “Public Meeting Agendas” link.
3 Click on the blue “Subscribe” button.
4 Select the agendas you want to receive.

Dylan Hedrick
Mayor Pro Tem
469-560-6099
Council7@GarlandTX.gov

Robert John Smith
469-223-4723
Council8@GarlandTX.gov

Meetings are broadcast at GarlandTX.gov via
livestreaming and on-demand, and on CGTV with
several rebroadcasts during the week of the meeting.

CGTV Listings

Channel 16 (Spectrum), Channel 44 (Frontier) or
Channel 99 (AT&T U-verse), GarlandTX.tv

2021 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
When Garland voters chose record investment in
the community and the City’s leaders responded
by putting projects on the fast track, nobody
saw a pandemic or a historic winter storm
on the horizon.
But a deal is a deal. And while disasters cast
a solemn shadow on 2021, the delivery on
the promise of reinvestment in Garland
was unmistakable.
Projects from the record $423.7 million May
2019 bond election are in motion citywide.
The animal shelter and police property and
evidence facility were the first projects to break
ground, and are to open soon. In addition,
the City’s Transportation Maintenance and
Operations Building has been renovated.
A visionary investment in parks is also coming
to fruition. New playgrounds are open at six
neighborhood parks, with three more in the
home stretch and several under construction. Full
renovations have also taken place at Audubon
and Gale Fields recreation centers.

FACING CHALLENGES

And in recent weeks, construction started on
the two-year Downtown Square project that will
reinvigorate Garland’s century-old public space
as well as 14 blocks of adjacent streetscapes.
Meanwhile, Garland is a full year closer to
solutions for its busiest traffic corridors,
Interstates 635 and 30, because of $2 billion in
ongoing Texas Department of Transportation
projects. And Dallas Area Rapid Transit is
undergoing sweeping changes to its bus service
to improve efficiency not only in Garland, but
throughout its network (story, Page 3).

With the VA Medical Center Garland now
in operation, the City rolled out its plans
for a medical district redevelopment at
the northeast corner of Walnut Street and
Shiloh Road. Valoris HealthPark Garland
will be a destination for comprehensive
health care services for veterans and
also many services for residents. The
redevelopment includes the acquisition of
five medical office buildings surrounding
the hospital.

Improved access to Garland will only help the
City extend the momentum it established in 2021
on the Economic Development front. There’s
already new residential development along
I-30 and, near I-635, a deal was recently struck
with Iowa-based Future Foam Inc. to renovate a
341,840-square-foot industrial property.

At the west end of Downtown, a $30
million project is starting with demolition
of a former cafeteria and construction of
The Draper, a 155-unit residential complex.
That’ll be followed with renovation of the
five-story Chase Bank building, creating a
modern, mixed-use development.

But across our nation and the world, 2021 will be
remembered as another deadly year of battling the
coronavirus. There is no greater threat to the
well-being of our residents, nearly one in six of
whom have been infected and more than 600
of whom have died from the disease. The City’s
hearts and, more importantly, its efforts have been
steered toward a true call to public service.

There was also a statewide disaster to
address in 2021, a winter storm that wreaked
catastrophic havoc on the state’s power
grid. It was more proof that Garland rallies
during hard times, creating shelter space
and donating and distributing more than
100,000 bottles of water to those who
endured extended shortages.

As the vaccine was being perfected, Garland
Public Health pushed to be at the front of the
line to distribute the medicine. Employees from
every department in the City participated as tens
of thousands of doses were administered in mass
vaccination clinics. There were extended hours at
the Garland Public Health Clinic and pop-up events
anywhere City staff was invited or felt people
might take advantage of vaccine availability.

But Garland Water Utilities limited its
infrastructure damage to localized frozen
pipes and no boil water order was needed.
Police and fire maintained order and street
crews worked 24/7 to keep roads open. And
at the direction of the City Council, Garland
Power & Light has used lessons learned from
the winter storm to better position itself for
any future disaster (story, Page 6).

LOOKING AHEAD

Several of the transportation projects from the 2019 BuildGarland bond program will soon be
out of the design phase and into construction. Work is already happening on Naaman School
Road, which is being widened to four lanes and taken out of the floodplain. Also in north
Garland, the first segment of Holford Road improvements will soon be in motion, as will several
of the projects to fix bottlenecks at intersections throughout Garland.
Also on the 2022 calendar from the BuildGarland program is the start of construction on Fire
Station No. 6, the completion of renovations at the Senior Activity Center, the opening of
several more playgrounds, and breaking ground on Holford Recreation Center and its aquatic
facility. Late in the year, west Garland will see the start of renovations at Hollabaugh Recreation
Center and the long-awaited start of construction on the adjacent new site of the Walnut
Creek Branch Library.

City News

Major land acquisitions have been made.
This includes land for three modern fire stations
to replace three aging stations.

STATE OF
THE CITY
MAYOR SCOTT LEMAY

Get on Garland's inside track to
start off 2022. Hear the latest
from Mayor Scott LeMay.
In-person: Garland City Hall,
Council Chamber
Online: GarlandTX.gov,
click on "CITY VIDEOS" button
CGTV: See listings on page 4

Tuesday, Jan. 25
6:30 p.m.

GarlandTX.gov
January-February 2022 Garland City Press
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BE PREPARED

Power outages can
happen at any time

Local outages due to broken tree limbs, weather events, cars hitting poles, equipment failure or other
circumstances beyond our control can cause an interruption of electric service at any time. Garland Power
& Light has crews available 24/7 to restore these kinds of power outages as safely and quickly as possible.

YOUR ROLE

•
•
•
•
•

Conserve When Asked: Cut back when reserves on the
state power grid are low or forecasted to become low
Have a Backup Power Source: Keep battery backups
charged; run generators outside, away from the home
Have an Emergency Plan: ready.gov or
GarlandTX.gov/Prepare

Power outages can also occur when there is not enough power supply to keep up with demand on the ERCOT
grid. ERCOT’s highest-level alert, Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) 3, requires controlled power outages.
The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) official warning stages:
EEA 1

EEA 2

EEA 3

Conservation Alert: Conservation is encouraged when the amount of power reserves available to the state grid
are low or forecasted to become low; does not automatically mean there will be an energy emergency
Energy Emergency Alert 1: Conservation is requested because power reserves are low
Energy Emergency Alert 2: Conservation is critical because power reserves are very low; if reserves don’t
stabilize or increase, controlled outages may be needed
Energy Emergency Alert 3: Controlled outages are in progress; customers may experience service interruptions

STEPS TAKEN BY GP&L SINCE FEBRUARY 2021

6

Balanced electricity load on all power line
feeders
Identified additional feeders that can be put into
outage rotation
Reviewed and updated the automated load
shed (demand reduction) software program
Enhanced power plant weatherization measures
Combined GP&L and City communications
resources during emergencies
Garland City Press January-February 2022

•
•
•
•

ALERTS

Register online at GarlandTX.gov/Alerts or
call 972-781-7272 for assistance.

ERCOT ALERT LEVELS

•
•
•
•
•

If we can’t reach you, we can’t ALERT you!

Register to update or set
up your phone, email and
text options with the
Garland Alert System.
If you used CodeRED, you
do need to re-register.

Document Chronic Conditions or Critical Illness:
If a person in your home depends on electricity
for medical equipment, register at
GarlandTX.gov/CriticalCare

CONSERVATION

GARLAND ALERT SYSTEM
Request alerts and notify responders of unique
circumstances – ALL WITH ONE REGISTRATION!

Report Power Outages to GP&L:
Call 972-205-3000; Text OUT to 972-205-4000;
visit gpltexas.org/outagetext

NORMAL

City News

Identifying telecommunications options to
better handle high call volumes
Adjusting public messages to be less technical
Requested enhanced communication from
ERCOT during energy emergencies
Participated in the legislative and rulemaking
process on bills and projects related to the 2021
winter event

GP&L's Relationship
with ERCOT
GP&L is a power generator and transmission operator in
the ERCOT market. As with all power generated in ERCOT,
the electricity generated at GP&L’s power plants is sold into
the ERCOT market for use on the electric grid by all ERCOT
consumers. GP&L uses the revenue from selling power
from its power plants into the electric grid to help offset its
purchase of electricity from the grid. As a power generator
and transmission operator, GP&L must follow operating
instructions provided by ERCOT for reliable grid operations.
This can include implementing controlled outages within
Garland to help stabilize the electric grid if ERCOT issues
that order.
ERCOT manages the generation and flow of electricity to
more than 26 million Texas customers, representing about
90% of the state’s electricity use. ERCOT is responsible for
making sure that power supply on the ERCOT electric grid
matches the demand for electricity. ERCOT accomplishes
this by coordinating power supply on the grid daily with
generating companies that own and operate power plants.
To maintain the balance between power supply and the
demand for electricity, ERCOT can ask more power plants
to run, request conservation from electric customers,
utilize power reserves or, at the extreme, request controlled
electric outages.

WHAT'S BEING

Subscribe to Street Talk,
a monthly enewsletter
containing street
project updates.

BUILT THERE?
Garland is buzzing with new development.

1

Coming soon at 5801 Broadway Blvd.,
near the Taco Bell, is Dutch Bros. Coffee,
a drive-thru coffee shop.

3

Under construction along Crist Road, east of Lavon Drive, is Hidden Oaks, a single-family residential
development consisting of 67 homes.

Under construction at 313 Castle Drive is a
dine-in restaurant. The existing building, a
former Sonic Drive-In, is being redeveloped.

2

Street.GarlandTX.gov

Taking It
to the Streets
Projects scheduled to begin in January-February
A

Mayfield Avenue
Centerville Road to Saturn Road
Street reconstruction

B

Oates Road
Broadway Boulevard to Mesquite city limit
Concrete street repair

C

Rolando Drive
Fifth Street to Miller Road
Street reconstruction

D

Tennyson Circle
Miller Road to north end of the cul-de-sac
Street reconstruction

3
J

2

H

Ongoing projects
C
D

G

E

F

E

Arcady Drive
Linda Drive to south cul-de-sac
Street reconstruction

F

Carroll Drive
Douglas Drive to Glenbrook Drive
Street reconstruction

G

Devonwood Drive
Saturn Road to Sharon Drive
Street reconstruction

H

Lesa Lane/Maydelle Lane alley
Centennial Drive to Western Drive
Alley reconstruction

I

Redwood Drive/Tealwood Circle alley
Elmwood Drive to Tealwood alley
Alley reconstruction

J

Shiloh Road
Buckingham Road to Walnut Street
Concrete street repair

A

Texas Department of
Transportation Project

635 East

UPDATE

The first new connector ramps at the I-30/I-635
interchange will become available by early 2022 as
work continues on the $1.7 billion 635 East Project.
Particularly, this will be the southbound I-635 direct
connector to eastbound I-30, and the northbound
I-635 direct connector to westbound I-30.
The freeway interchange is a key component of the
11 miles of improved highway and continuous frontage
road, including Garland’s busiest traffic corridor.

I

B

1

Construction and various bridge work continues
at all Garland streets that cross I-635. Plans are to
close the Gus Thomasson Road overpass on I-30 in
Mesquite in spring 2022. That closure will last about
nine months.

More information about the project can
be found at 635east.com.

January-February 2022 Garland City Press
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2021 Garland
Neighborhood
Awards
Each year, the City of Garland’s Office of Neighborhood Vitality recognizes extraordinary
efforts to enhance, revitalize or invest in neighborhoods. A big CONGRATULATIONS to all
the award winners!
Garland Neighborhood of the Year
Neighborhoods across Garland go the extra mile
to create communities that are vibrant, engaged
and safe. The Garland Neighborhood of the Year
Award recognizes one neighborhood that stands
out through neighborhood investment efforts.
Travis College Hill neighbors were honored
for their efforts to produce an original musical
drama, “The Cactus Chronicles,” focusing on
Garland's Hispanic community, and a first-time
"Garland Latino Heritage Cookbook.”
Who’s Who in Garland Neighborhoods
The Who’s Who in Garland Neighborhoods title is awarded to
an individual who is a living example of a good neighbor. This
person is a leader in their neighborhood and city and strives to
create a vibrant and safe community of equal opportunity.
Margi Bice was honored for faithful service to her neighborhood
and community for the past 20-plus years through numerous
official and unofficial leadership positions. Her love for her
neighborhood and neighbors in Orchard Hills has shone
through the years, and Garland is lucky to have her!

Neighborhood
Vitality
Matching Grant

Neighborhoods
& Development

Letter of Intent
Due Sunday, Jan. 23

The Neighborhood Vitality Matching Grant program enables registered
neighborhood groups, both voluntary and mandatory, to apply for matching
funds for physical enhancement projects in publicly accessible spaces. These
projects encourage neighbors to work together to create projects unique to
their neighborhood while boosting a sense of pride and ownership.
Letters of intent should be submitted to the Office of Neighborhood Vitality
by Sunday, Jan. 23. Forms, applications and guidelines can be downloaded at
GarlandNeighborhoods.org.

Questions? Contact us at Neighborhoods@GarlandTX.gov
or 972-205-2445.

Welcome to
GARLAND CLASS

a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb. 19
• 9Garland
City Hall, 200 N. Fifth St., Garland

Whether you are new to Garland, or were born and
raised here, get better acquainted with what makes
Garland a great place to live! Come learn what it
means to live in Garland, hear a quick overview of
how “government” works, the different services of
City departments, how you can get involved and
more! Register for free at GarlandNeighborhoods.org.

Public Servant Award
The Garland Public Servant Award recognizes a City of
Garland employee who exemplifies what it means to be a
great public servant, and who goes above and beyond to
serve the residents of Garland.
This year’s recipient is Mistie Gardner, the Garland Director
of Emergency Management. She has helped Garland through
the recent pandemic, winter storm, vaccination clinics and
more, all with calmness and kindness.
Neighborhood Newsletter Competition
Communication among neighbors is vital to strong
neighborhoods. Newsletters, enewsletters or other
publications are great tools to inform, inspire and engage
fellow neighbors to join the efforts of neighborhood
investment.
The Orchard Hills Neighborhood Quarterly Newsletter is the
winner of the 2021 Neighborhood Newsletter Award.

RETREET RECAP
RETREET, a program of Keep America Beautiful, engages communities to
replant trees lost in natural disasters at no cost to the homeowners. As a joint
effort through a partnership with Garland City departments, Garland Power
& Light and RETREET, on Saturday, Nov. 13, volunteers planted trees in the
Park Groves, Williams Estates, Meadowlark Estates, Rock Creek and Embree
neighborhoods that were hit by the October 2019 tornado.

The event restored tree canopy in Central Park and surrounding neighborhoods.
Trees gifted by GP&L will create clean air, shade, habitat and beauty in the
neighborhoods for decades to come.
A big thanks to the homeowners, sponsors and partners who made this
possible. Most of all, thank you to the volunteers!

8
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GARLAND
WELCOMES

City Services

New Managing
Director
Crystal Owens will join the City of Garland as
Managing Director to oversee public works
departments on Jan. 10, 2022.
“We are extremely pleased to bring someone
of Crystal's experience, qualifications and
character to our Garland team,” City Manager
Bryan Bradford said. “She will be joining a
long list of other 'superstars' that we have
been able to attract to the organization over
the past several years.”
Owens is an East Texas native. After
graduating from Marshall High School, she
served in the United States Air Force.
Her service took her to San Antonio;
Biloxi, Mississippi; Teagu, Korea; and
Southern California.
Owens began her civil engineering career
working for private engineering firms in
Connecticut and Texas. However, she soon
realized her preference for working directly for
and with the public in municipal government.

She worked for the engineering departments
in Arlington and Duncanville before joining
the DeSoto team. With the City of DeSoto,
she served as the City Engineer and ultimately
the Managing Director of Development
Services, an operational department that
consists of Engineering and Construction,
Building Inspections, Street and Fleet, Facility
Maintenance, and Planning and Zoning.
Owens has a bachelor’s degree in Civil
Engineering and is pursuing a Master of Public
Administration. She is a licensed Professional
Engineer in Texas and is a member of the
American Public Works Association.
She is an enthusiastic Dallas Cowboys fan
who enjoys traveling and reading books by
unknown authors. She resides in DeSoto with
her husband, Maurice, and is the proud mother
of Brian and Kayla.

Hepatitis A and B
Hepatitis A and B are serious liver diseases caused by the hepatitis A and B
viruses. While both impact the liver, the two viruses differ greatly from
one another.
The City of Garland Public Health Clinic, located at 206 Carver St., offers
low-cost hepatitis A and B vaccines for children and adults who qualify, along
with a full range of other vaccines including flu and COVID-19.
Hepatitis A is highly contagious to susceptible, unvaccinated individuals.
It is spread by person-to-person contact or consuming contaminated
food or water. People can spread the virus before they feel sick. It is an
acute infection. Symptoms last less than two months and include jaundice,
anorexia, vomiting, abdominal pain and dark urine.
Although most people make a full recovery, symptoms are severe. Threefourths of recent area cases were hospitalized. Since 2020, North Texas
has seen a significant increase in hepatitis A cases. Although commonly
associated with international travel, many of these cases had not traveled.
Hepatitis B is a blood-borne pathogen. Its primary mode of transmission
is through direct blood-to-blood contact with an infected person. This can
happen through sexual contact; sharing needles, syringes or other druginjection equipment; or from mother to baby at birth. Hepatitis B begins as a
short-term infection, but in some cases, it progresses into a chronic, lifelong
infection. Chronic hepatitis B is the world’s leading cause of liver cancer and
can lead to serious liver diseases such as cirrhosis.
Most adults who become infected with hepatitis B develop an acute
infection and make a full recovery in approximately six months. However,
about 90% of infected newborns and up to 50% of young children will
develop a lifelong infection.
Both hepatitis A and B can be prevented with a safe and effective vaccine.
Low rates of vaccine coverage represent a missed opportunity in preventing
hepatitis A and B infection.

EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE ACCESS TO
THE HOME OF THEIR DREAMS.
The City of Garland Fair Housing Ordinance protects you
against discrimination in the sale, rental and financing of
housing based on your:
• Color
• Family Status
• Race

• National Origin
• Religion
• Sex

For more information about who is at risk and recommended to receive these
vaccinations, see cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/hepa and cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/hepb.

• Disability
• Age

The only way to stop housing
discrimination is for you to report it.

While hepatitis B vaccine coverage in infants has increased to 84%
worldwide, the vaccination rate for adults over 18 years old in the U.S. is only
around 30%. The vaccination rate for hepatitis A is only 12% for adults. Rates
are estimated to be even lower among vulnerable populations, who are at
high risk of contracting the diseases.

Office of Fair Housing
& Human Rights
210 Carver St., Suite 102
Garland, TX 75040
972-205-3300
GarlandTX.gov

Garland Public Health is committed to the health care needs
of our community. We are here to serve you and your family
through walk-in visits all year, Monday through Friday,
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (closed on City holidays).
Call 972-205-3370 for more information.
January-February 2022 Garland City Press
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FLOOD SAFETY
The City of Garland is dedicated to minimizing the loss of life
and property associated with flooding events.
Education and prevention are valuable and proven tools that help communities become
resistant to these natural disasters. The City of Garland recognizes that the entire community
is susceptible to flooding, not just those structures located within the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA). The following information
has been provided to help inform property owners located within the SFHA flood-prone areas
and other areas within Garland.

Flood Hazard

Most flooding events occur during the spring and summer
months; however, severe flooding may be produced by rainfall
events at any time. Garland has experienced numerous
flooding events during the past century, most recently on
May 29, 2015. After large floods in 1990 and 1991, the City
partnered with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to complete
a channel improvement project to Duck Creek. This channel
improvement project proved its value to the city during the
2015 flood, which was much less damaging than would have
otherwise been the case.
Large floods also have occurred on Rowlett and Spring
creeks; however, these floods have not been as damaging
as those along Duck Creek due in part to the strict land use
controls in place for area development.

Flood Insurance

Federal flood insurance is highly recommended. Basic
homeowners insurance policies do not cover damage from
floods. The City of Garland participates in the FEMA National
Flood Insurance Program, which means that federally
subsidized flood insurance is available to everyone in Garland
(rates and requirements are regulated by FEMA). There is
a 30-day waiting period before a policy becomes effective.
Some homeowners have purchased flood insurance because
it was required by the bank or loan company when they
obtained a mortgage or home improvement loan. Usually
these policies cover the building’s structure and not the
contents within. Remember that a flood insurance policy must
be renewed each year.
The mandatory purchase requirement of flood insurance
applies to all forms of federal or federally related financial
assistance for buildings located in an SFHA. This requirement
affects loans and grants for the purchase, construction, repair
or improvement of any publicly or privately owned buildings
in an SFHA, including machinery, equipment, fixtures and
furnishings contained in such buildings. If a building is
located in an SFHA, the agency or lender is required by law
to have the recipient purchase a flood insurance policy on
the building. Because the City is a participant in FEMA's
Community Rating System (CRS), you are eligible for a CRS
discount on your flood insurance policy. Be sure to verify with
your insurance agent that the discount is being applied.
On Oct. 1, 2021, FEMA began implementing National Flood
Insurance Risk Rating 2.0 which may affect flood insurance
rates in the coming years. For more information about flood
insurance, visit the Engineering Department's Floodplain
& Drainage webpage at GarlandTX.gov, FEMA.gov/nfip,
the Nicholson Memorial Library System, an insurance agent
or the City of Garland Engineering Department. Do not wait
for a flood to occur. Act now to protect your property from
flood damage.
10
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Property Protection

Various alternatives to flood insurance are available to help
minimize flooding. If the floor level of a property or structure
is lower than the Base Flood Elevation (BFE), located on the
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map, consider ways to prevent
flooding by retrofitting the building. Retrofitting measures
include:
elevating the building so that flood waters do not enter or
reach any damageable portion of it;

•

floodproofing” to make the building walls and floor
• “dry
watertight so water does not enter;
floodproofing” to modify the structure and locate
• “wet
the contents so that when flood waters enter the building
there is little or no damage; or

basement flooding from sewer backup or
• preventing
sump pump failure.
Information on retrofitting is available through the Nicholson
Memorial Library System, as well as on the internet. Note that
retrofitting may require a permit from the Building Inspection
Department.

Flood Protection Assistance

For information on flood protection assistance, contact the
Engineering Department at 972-205-2170. Services provided
include:
names of contractors/consultants who are knowledgeable
or experienced in retrofitting techniques and construction;

•

on how to select a qualified contractor and
• information
what recourse residents have if they are dissatisfied with a
contractor’s performance; and

visits to review flooding, drainage and sewer problems
• site
and advice to property owners.
Advice and assistance are available on retrofitting techniques
such as elevating buildings above flood levels or the BFE, dry
floodproofing, wet floodproofing and protecting basements
from sewer backup. Also, information on the installation of
barriers, levees and floodwalls around individual buildings or
structures is available.

Natural and Beneficial Functions

Garland’s undisturbed floodplain areas and wetlands provide
a variety of benefits to the human and natural ecological
systems. They provide flood storage and conveyance, and
reduce flood velocities and peak levels. Water quality is
improved through the wetlands’ ability to filter nutrients and
impurities from runoff and process organic wastes. Local
streams and wetlands provide breeding and feeding grounds
for fish and wildlife, create and enhance waterfowl habitat,
and protect habitats for rare and endangered species.
Garland’s floodplains also provide open space for
various recreational uses. Some protected areas in the
city are protected because of their natural floodplain
funding. Areas within the city that are mapped in the
National Wetlands Investment or as critical habitat by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service can be viewed at
fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html and
ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/critical-habitat.

Drainage System Maintenance

It is illegal in Garland to dump any type of debris into
a stream, creek or drainage ditch. Debris may become
entangled in culverts, shallow streambeds or drainage ditches,
causing the flow of water to back up. Residents and property
owners also should keep drainage channels and ditches on
their property free of debris, foliage and vegetation that
would impede the flow of water.

Flood Warning System

If a flood warning is issued by the National Weather Service,
the Garland Alert System activates and sends 24-hour
automated notifications to residents who have registered
for flooding alerts. Likewise, if an evacuation is issued, the
Garland Alert System can be utilized to send neighborhoodspecific messaging to those in the evacuation zone if
residents are registered in the system.
To register for the Garland Alert System, visit GarlandTX.gov,
click on the ALERTS icon and follow the prompts.
Additionally, residents can purchase an All Hazards NOAA
Weather Radio for immediate indoor weather warnings 24
hours a day. The NOAA radios equipped with Specific Area
Message Encoding technology allow residents to program the
radio for the specific counties they want to receive warnings
for, and those warnings are received directly from the
National Weather Service as soon as they are issued.

Report debris dumping to the Engineering or Stormwater departments by calling
972-205-2170 or 972-205-2180.

Flood Information

City Services

Information on flooding, flood maps, BFE, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements,
flood insurance requirements and flood zone determinations is available at the Engineering
Department, 800 Main St., on our website at GarlandTX.gov/279/Floodplain-Drainage, or
by calling 972-205-2170. Elevation certificates of properties in the SFHAs are on file at the
Engineering Department, and copies are available upon request. If a property does not have an
Elevation Certificate on file, or if the existing certificate has been superseded by map changes,
a new Elevation Certificate may be prepared by a private surveyor. Fees for the completion of a
new certificate may apply; contact the Engineering Department for more details. Real-time river
gauge information is available at waterdata.usgs.gov/tx/nwis/rt.

Floodplain Development Permit Requirements

All development in Garland must be permitted and must conform to all requirements of
the City and any other applicable public agencies. Contact the City’s Planning Department at
972-205-2445 or Engineering Department at 972-205-2170 for advice before building, filling
or developing. The flood damage prevention ordinance (Code of Ordinances, Chapter 31, Article
VII) has special provisions regulating construction and other developments within floodplains.
Without these provisions, flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program will
not be available to Garland property owners. Development in the floodplain without a permit is
illegal; such activity may be reported to the Engineering Department at 972-205-2170.

Substantial Improvement Requirements

The National Flood Insurance Program and the City of Garland require that any reconstruction,
rehabilitation, addition or other improvement of a structure (the cost of which equals or
exceeds 50% of the market value of the structure before the start of the construction of the
improvement) must conform or meet the same construction requirements as a new building and
be constructed above the minimum BFE listed on the City’s Flood Insurance Rate Map.
The City of Garland requires by ordinance that any substantial improvement or substantial
damage improvement must have a building permit. Substantial damage means damage of
any origin sustained by a building or structure when the cost of restoring the building to its
pre-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of the market value of the building before
the damage occurred. Substantial damage is determined regardless of the actual repair work
performed. Building permit information is available at the Building Inspection Department, 800
Main St., or by calling 972-205-2300.

Flood Safety Tips

Police Lockbox
Program

The Residential Lockbox Program allows eligible Garland residents to expedite
police and fire personnel access to their home during a medical emergency.
The program is free and available to all Garland residents who either live alone
or must be left alone on a regular basis and:
Are age 65 and older; or
Are under 65 with a major medical issue that could render them 		
incapacitated or unconscious.

•
•

The resident provides a key to the home. A police officer installs the device
and the address is flagged in the emergency dispatch center.
For more information or to fill out an application,
visit GarlandTX.gov/469/Residential-Lockbox-Program.
This program is funded by the Garland Citizen Police Academy Alumni
Association and managed by the Garland Police Department.

Learn the safest route from your home or business to higher, safer ground, and stay tuned to
reports of changing flood conditions.
Follow directions provided by emergency officials including immediate evacuation. For your
safety, you may not have time to collect belongings.
Turn off your natural gas at the main valve and electricity at the breaker box, only if you are
able to do so safely and without standing in water.
Stay away from downed power lines. Be alert for gas leaks.
Do not walk through flowing water. Currents can be deceptive; 6 inches of moving water can
knock you off your feet.
Do not drive through a flooded area. More people drown in their cars than in any other
location. Vehicles also push water into homes and cause additional property damage.

•
•
•
•
•

FEMA.gov | NOAA.gov | Weather.gov
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Are You Guilty
of Littering?
Maybe that wrapper didn’t seem like such a big deal and
nobody likes the smell of cigarette butts in their vehicle.
Perhaps a napkin got away in the wind.
“What’s the harm? Everybody litters to some degree.”
Littering is harmful to the environment and community. This
trash can eventually make its way to our creeks and lakes via
storm drains and channels.
Plastic is convenient; however, plastic pollution has increased.
When plastic litter degrades, chemicals and microparticles
are released. These chemicals and microparticles make their
way into our soil and freshwater sources. Litter can also be a
breeding ground for bacteria and diseases.
This new year, do your part to keep the community healthy:

•
•
•
•
•
•

WATER SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE
Every spring our water supplier, the North Texas Municipal Water
District, makes a temporary change to the way it disinfects our
drinking water. The change lasts approximately 28 to 30 days and
prepares the system for the heat and high demand of the spring and
summer months.
Chlorine maintenance is a common practice throughout the nation.
Garland Water Utilities responds to this process by flushing main water
lines throughout the city. This helps to quickly move the water through
our system and helps offset any changes in taste and odor.
During this time, some customers may notice a stronger taste and smell of chlorine. It is important to note
that the quality of our water remains safe for all uses, including drinking.
“Our licensed water technicians take daily water samples from throughout the city to consistently ensure
that our water is safe,” said Wes Kucera, Director of Garland’s Water and Wastewater Services.

Start using reusable items such as cups, sports bottles,
straws, bags, etc. Have you ever seen a reusable bag stuck
in a tree after a windy day? You are also less likely to leave
behind a reusable water bottle than a disposable one.

For more detailed information, the latest water quality testing results and a map of the flushing sites,
visit GarlandWater.com. Visit ntmwd.com/temporary-change-in-disinfectant for more details on our
supplier’s process.

Keep trash picked up and disposed of in a proper way,
especially in your vehicle.

Water Meter Replacement Project

Use a butt bucket in your vehicle for cigarette butts.
Do not pile trash onto an already full outdoor trash can.
Hold it until you can dispose of it safely.
Pick up litter in your neighborhood or local park.
Volunteer for a cleanup with Keep Garland Beautiful.

Visit the Keep Garland Beautiful Facebook
page for more information.

Garland Water Utilities continues to replace aging water meters throughout
the city as part of a multiyear capital improvement project. Water customers
may see the City’s meter contractor, Compass Metering Solutions, working
between the street and sidewalks installing the new water meters for all
customer types. As crews prepare to move from one area of the city to the
next, updates will be posted at GarlandWater.com.

For more information, visit GarlandWater.com or call Water
Operations at 972-205-3210.

Make Your Mark in Garland!
1. Apply today at Careers.GarlandTX.gov
2. Click “VIEW OUR CURRENT JOB LISTING HERE.”

Careers
Careers.GarlandTX.gov

JOB

3. Select the job of interest.

APPLY

4. Click “Apply for this job online.”
For existing applicants: Enter your email and password.
For new applicants: Enter your email and follow prompts
to create an online profile.

Questions?
Connect with the Talent Acquisition team at
Talent@GarlandTX.gov or 972-205-2475.

Thank you for your interest in the City of Garland.
12
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We Are Social!

Winter Weather
Know the Terminology!

Familiarizing yourself with winter weather terminology can
help you be more prepared for exposure to cold, wintry roads
and the dangers of the coming months.

•
•
•

Winter Storm Warning – A significant winter weather
event including snow, ice, sleet or blowing snow, or a
combination of these hazards. Travel will become difficult
or impossible in some situations. Delay travel plans until
conditions improve.
Winter Storm Watch – Conditions are favorable for a
significant winter storm event (heavy sleet, heavy snow,
ice storm, blowing snow or a combination).
Winter Weather Advisory – Snow, blowing snow, ice, sleet
or a combination wintry elements is expected but 		
conditions should not be hazardous enough to meet
warning criteria. Be prepared for winter driving conditions
and possible travel difficulties. Use caution when driving.

Lawn Care
Assistance
The Garland Code Compliance Department will begin taking applications
for the Lawn Care Assistance Program on Jan. 1. This program will provide
summer mowing for seniors (60 years of age and older) and disabled Garland
homeowners who are physically and/or financially unable to maintain their
yards to comply with City codes and have no other assistance available.
Applications are available on the City website under Code Compliance
department. They can also be picked up at our Code Compliance office,
210 Carver St., Suite 101. Citizens who are unable to pick up an application
may call 972-485-6400 and request that an application be emailed or mailed.
Submit applications to: Code Compliance-Lawn Care Assistance Program,
210 Carver St., Suite 101, Garland, Texas, 75040. Application packets must be
filled out and returned to Code Compliance along with required documents
before March 1.
Applications are accepted first-come, first-served. Applications must be
complete and all documentation required must be provided at time of
submission. The list of required documents will be in the application packet.
Please note, prior participation does not automatically reinstate assistance; you
must resubmit applications annually for consideration. Space is limited based
upon available funding and need. These funds are made available through a
federal grant program. For more information, call 972-485-6400.

Stay Safe During Winter Weather

Stay indoors! It is important to limit your time outside during
winter weather. If you need to go outside, wear layers of warm
clothing. Watch for signs of frostbite and hypothermia.
Hypothermia is an unusually low body temperature. A
temperature below 95 degrees is an emergency. Signs:
Shivering, exhaustion, confusion, fumbling hands, memory loss,
slurred speech or drowsiness. Actions: Go to a warm room.
Warm the center of the body first — chest, neck, head and
groin. Keep dry and wrapped up in warm blankets, including
the head and neck.
Frostbite causes loss of feeling and color around the face,
fingers and toes. Signs: Numbness, white or grayish-yellow
skin, firm or waxy skin. Actions: Go to a warm room. Soak in
warm water. Use body heat to warm. Do not massage or use a
heating pad.

Think Outside the Trash
The holidays have come and gone, and it’s time to
clean up! Out with the old toys and in with the new.
But do they need to hit the trash?

Maybe try your hand at upcycling instead of getting
rid of them, which saves money and helps develop
new skills.

Did you know that 90% of toys currently on the
market are made with a mix of plastic materials that
cannot be recycled in your curbside blue cart?

Our website, GarlandTX.gov/Recycle, has a map of
the Recycling Center and Transfer Station and lists
of accepted materials. Remember, we take scrap
metal, aluminum, grease, fat, cooking oils and so
much more.

Batteries, circuit boards, cords and other electronic
parts are all considered e-waste — as well as
computers, phones, tablets and other technology.
They have toxic components and should not be
thrown in the trash or the recycle cart.
There are several options to drop off the
items you don’t need in your home. Check out
the Waste Wizard on the Sanitation page at
GarlandWasteWizard.com.
Are you cleaning out the closet for all those new
clothes? Shoes, clothing and textiles are recyclable
but DO NOT belong in your blue recycle cart.
Instead, drop your items in the City of Garland
World Wear Project bins, which accept all clothing,
shoes and textiles for recycling. These can be found
at both the Residential Recycling Center and the
C.M. Hinton Jr. Regional Landfill.
Other options include donating items to a
thrift store like Goodwill or reselling to a local
consignment store or on an online marketplace.

The 2022 Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Calendar and
blue/yellow full-year recycling calendar are available
for download on our City Sanitation page! In our
continued efforts to reduce our environmental
impact and to extend the life of our landfill, we
no longer send out printed copies of the calendar.
Instead, we encourage you to digitally enjoy the tips,
tricks and insights for reducing the amount of waste
you and your household create.
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Events at the Library
YEAR OF THE TIGER CHINESE NEW YEAR

•

4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1
Central Library, 625 Austin St.
Ages 6 and older can celebrate Chinese New
Year by creating tiger masks and pillows and
playing pin-the-tail-on-the-tiger. Registration
is required and begins Tuesday, Jan. 18.

LITTLE ART EXPLORERS

4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 5
•
South Garland Branch Library,

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
SCAVENGER HUNT

•

Feb. 7-26
Central Library
Children ages 6 and older and their families can
solve clues related to African American authors
and historical figures. Once they find answers
to all the clues, they receive a small prize.

RESUME DOCTORS

4845 Broadway Blvd.
Supports development of children ages
0-5 by integrating activities that build motor
skills, increase vocabulary, improve
symbol recognition and encourage
emotional awareness.

•

2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10
Central Library
A 30-minute consultation for individuals
interested in building resumes, finding
templates or getting feedback on existing
resumes. Registration is required and begins
Thursday, Jan. 27.

VALENTINE VOLUNTEER CRAFTS
2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12
•
Central Library

Teens will make bookmarks, candy jars
and Valentine’s Day cards to be distributed
at the library’s Senior Social Hour. All supplies
provided. Registration is required and begins
Saturday, Jan. 29.

JAZZLAND

2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 17
•
Central Library

Seniors are invited to listen to Jazzland
perform jazz interpretations of classic songs
such as “Fly Me to the Moon,” “Georgia on
My Mind” and “Beyond the Sea.”

Visit Library.GarlandTX.gov or follow the library on Facebook for the most up-to-date programming, information on
what library services are currently available, and access to downloadable materials and online resources.

Preservation Society
for Spring Creek Forest
The Preservation Society for Spring Creek Forest will present
its 29th annual Trout Lily Walk from 2 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 27.
The group will gather at the Spring Creek Forest Preserve
parking lot at 1770 Holford Road. Volunteers will lead
participants to the trout lily field, where regionally acclaimed
naturalist Tom Frey will discuss the lilies — one of the first
plants to flower in the spring. The tiny flowers are only in
bloom from about mid-February to mid-March.
From the field, participants will move on to other areas where
other naturalists will talk about the significance of that area of
the preserve.
The full loop includes both concrete and dirt trails and takes
about 45 minutes to walk — but the format allows each to walk
at their own pace.
Other upcoming events from the Preservation Society for Spring Creek Forest include:
GUIDED NATURE WALKS
9-11:30 a.m. Jan. 1:
4695 Ranger Drive
2-3:30 p.m. Jan. 1:
1787 Holford Road
2-3:30 p.m. Jan. 23:
1770 Holford Road

•
•
•

BIRD WALKS
(reservations required to
rcollins20@verizon.net)
8-9:30 a.m. Jan. 15:
1787 Holford Road
8-9:30 a.m. Jan. 16:
1787 Holford Road

•
•

SPEAKER SERIES
(Zoom format)
7-8:30 p.m. Jan. 4: 		
Garland Parks Director 		
Matt Grubisich will discuss
Preserve issues.
7-8:30 p.m. Feb. 1:
Tom Frey will discuss 		
the establishment of
the Preserve.
7-8:30 p.m. March 1: 		
Paleontologist Ignacio 		
Pujana will discuss fossils
of Spring Creek.

•
•

MONTHLY WORK SESSIONS
(removing invasive plants,
picking up trash, maintaining
trails, etc.)
9-11 a.m. Jan. 8:
1770 Holford Road
9-11 a.m. Feb. 5:
1770 Holford Road

•
•

•

For more information on all events, visit SpringCreekForest.org or
the Preservation Society for Spring Creek Forest Facebook page.
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Quality of Life

For information about Spring Storytimes for
all ages, computer classes, English as a second
language conversation classes and the many
other programs, visit Library.GarlandTX.gov.
All Garland Libraries will close at 6 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 31, and remain closed Saturday,
Jan. 1, for New Year’s Day. All Garland Libraries
will be closed Monday, Jan. 17, for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.

@GarlandLibraryTX

Events from the Arts
“HOPE IN THE HEARTLAND”
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 7-8
Granville Arts Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
From award-winning songwriters Chris and Diane Machen comes an
exciting new bluegrass musical. “Hope in the Heartland” is based on
the amazing true story of a young family’s struggle to survive the
hardships of the Great Depression and the faith that carried them
through. Presented by The Master’s Music Company. Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Bluegrass Band will perform a pre-show concert of some of
your best-loved Beatle’s songs — bluegrass style.
Tickets: 972-205-2790, GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com or at the door.

•

GARLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 14
Granville Arts Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
Garland Symphony Orchestra's Concert IV of the "Mozart con
Amore" season will feature violist Marcus Pyle and violinist
Chloé Trevor. Don't miss performances of Mozart's “Overture to
the Impresario” and Mozart's “Sinfonia Concertante.” Tickets:
972-205-2790, GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com or at the door.

•

MLK CELEBRATION AT THE GRANVILLE ARTS CENTER
"LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING"
12:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 15
Granville Arts Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
This musical performance showcases the MLK
Communitywide Youth Choir and GISD Fine
Arts students.

•

"MLK YOUTH EXTRAVAGANZA"
4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16
Granville Arts Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
Youth groups from area churches and GISD
showcase their spiritual and athletic talents in
praise dance and step routines.

•

Admission is free and open to the public for both events.

“WAIT UNTIL DARK”
Jan. 28-Feb. 13
Granville Arts Center, 300 N. Fifth St.
Blind housewife Susy Hendrix becomes the target of three con
men. Frederick Knott's classic thriller will keep you on the edge
of your seat! Presented by Garland Civic Theatre. Tickets:
972-205-2790, GarlandArtsBoxOffice.com or at the door.

•

“HANKERIN’ HILLBILLIES”
Friday-Sunday, Feb. 4-13
Plaza Theatre, 521 W. State St.
Pa Herford loves his five daughters, but there are days he wonders if he should have just raised
puppies! They all want to get hitched, except Charlemaine, who only loves her books. But
everything changes when government man Marcus Slidell shows up to buy land. Presented by
the Company of Rowlett Performers. Tickets: CorpTheatre.org or 972-977-7710.

•

Events at the Plaza Theatre
MAKE YOUR MARK LIVE CONCERTS
8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 14
Aladeen - blend of pop, funk,
Arabic, folklore

•

p.m. Friday, Feb. 18
• 8Chavorukos
band - 80s and 90s
hits in Spanish and English!

events
Recreation Center

GARLAND BLACK BELT
ACADEMY FAMILY

to 6:45 p.m. Mondays and
• 5:45
Wednesdays, Jan. 3-31

Ages 7 and up, $99 per person
Audubon Recreation Center
342 W. Oates Road
Learn how to safely control your
balance, leverage and movement
while implementing skill, technique
and timing through self-defense.
972-205-3991 or
ARC@GarlandTX.gov

HERO VS. VILLAIN SCIENCE
to 6:30 p.m. Mondays,
• 5:30
Jan. 3-31

Ages 8 to 13, $45 per person
Bradfield Recreation Center
1146 Castle Drive
Explore science in a fun way while
learning about wind power,
electricity and basic engineering.
972-205-2770 or
BRC@GarlandTX.gov

MULTI-SPORTS

to 9:45 a.m. Saturdays,
• 9Jan.
15-March 5

Ages 2 to 4, $115 per person
Fields Recreation Center
1701 Dairy Road
Enjoy learning soccer, baseball,
basketball, and track and field.
972-205-3090 or
FRC@GarlandTX.gov

NEST BASKETBALL

7 to 8 p.m. Mondays, Jan. 3-31
•
Ages 6 to 16, $45 per person
Granger Recreation Center
1310 W. Avenue F
Learn the techniques and
fundamentals of the sport needed
to improve all aspects of your game
through drills and scrimmages.
972-205-2771 or
GRC@GarlandTX.gov

GYMNASTIC TUMBLING

10 to 11 a.m. Saturdays, Jan. 8-29
•
Ages 6 to 12, $45 per person
Holford Recreation Center
2314 Homestead Place
Learn basic tumbling skills and
combinations in a safe and nurturing
environment from a Division 1
NCAA gymnastics champion in
floor exercise.
972-205-2772 or
HRC@GarlandTX.gov

HOLLABAUGH INTERCESSION
CAMP

a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
• 8Friday,
Jan. 3-7

Ages 6 to 11, $100 per person
Hollabaugh Recreation Center
3925 W. Walnut St.
Enjoy an exciting week of teambuilding games, sports, arts and crafts,
a field trip and more.
972-205-2721 or
HHRC@GarlandTX.gov

SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER REMINDER

The Garland Senior Activity Center is closed for renovations as part
of the 2019 bond program. Many of the activities and programs are
continuing at other recreation centers, primarily Gale Fields Recreation
Center, 1701 Dairy Road. The senior meal program has been moved to the
Carver Senior Center, 222 Carver St. Visit GarlandParks.com for updated
program schedules.

Register now!

Visit PlayGarland.com or call your
local recreation center for more events.

@PlayGarland

MOVIES AT THE PLAZA
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 13
“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off”
7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 21
"King Creole"
7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 17
“Pretty in Pink”
7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19
"Sabrina"

•
•
•
•

Cleaning and safety protocols are being followed at the Granville Arts Center and
Plaza Theatre. Each facility is cleaned thoroughly before and after each production.
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SPOTLIGHT ON GARLAND

The Garland Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Department was honored at the 2021 Texas
Recreation and Park Society (TRAPS) North Region Conference held in Allen. The Garland
Sports Facility Guide took home the Promotion Award, which recognizes the outstanding
promotional efforts of a park and recreation or leisure agency for the past year. The guide
was a collaboration between the Garland Athletics division, Public & Media Relations and
Visit Garland in an effort to attract tournaments, organizations and visitors to the Garland.
The resource guide organizes the facility options and displays amenities in our community.
The Sports Facility Guide promotes traditional sports and also highlights some of Garland’s
unique assets, such as cricket fields, Firewheel Golf Park, the mountain bike trail at Rowlett
Creek Preserve and Garland Independent School District facility partnerships. (Photo) The
award was presented by TRAPS President Erin Hart and President-Elect Trent Kelley to
Heather Lambert, Keaton Blythe and Ashley Brady.

Connect with Us!
Garland eAssist
Report issues, get information and submit
questions online or through an app on your
smartphone. Visit GarlandTX.gov and click
on the eAssist button or download Garland
eAssist from your app store.

Garland City Press Briefs
This weekly enewsletter is sent each Sunday
evening and contains reminders and updates
about City-sponsored events and activities.
Register on the City’s website. Look for the
Enews link.

Social Media
The City is active on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, YouTube and Nextdoor.
Check these out by visiting GarlandTX.gov
and see what interests you most!

GarlandTX.gov

Hunter Williams,
Downtown Development Office

Garland’s Fair Fare on the Square campaign was
recognized with the Texas Downtown Association’s 2021
Resiliency Award at the Texas Downtown Conference
in Denton. Fair Fare on the Square was created in 2020
as popular eateries in Downtown Garland were working
to survive amidst a pandemic that was stifling enough
to cancel the State Fair of Texas. In the campaign, 13
Downtown Garland restaurants offered state fair-themed
foods for the month of September. “Garland's creative
minds, collaborative spirits and love for Downtown
Garland came together,” said Letecia McNatt, Garland’s
Downtown Development Office coordinator.

The New York Times is shining a spotlight on Garland
for school quality, low crime rates, affordability and more.
According to a New York Times opinion piece,
“Everyone’s Moving to Texas. Here’s Why.” Garland
has the best of what is drawing people to Texas.
The authors focused on communities with low
unemployment and high median incomes. They then
filtered down to places with lower climate risks, racial
diversity and finally, affordability and named Garland as a
city that best checked all the boxes. In another mixing of
the variable criteria, Garland was again in the top five.
Garland ranks 11th among "Best American Cities for Dog
Lovers" in a study published Nov. 19 by 24/7 Tempo, a
subsidiary of financial news and opinion provider 24/7 Wall
St. Data was compared to see which cities offered the best
outdoor access, cost and climate. Garland was ranked No. 8
among the 153 cities in outdoor access. Seventeen of the top
50 cities in the survey are from Texas and Florida, but the
only other North Texas cities to make the top 50 were Grand
Prairie at No. 6 and Irving at No. 33. With our new dog park
at Central Park and the grand opening of the animal shelter
on the horizon, it's only going to get better.

Garland City Press is an award-winning production produced, funded by the City of Garland. It contains information about the City, as well as details on
City-sponsored events.
Send comments or questions to: Dorothy White, Public & Media Relations, City of Garland, P.O. Box 469002, Garland, TX 75046-9002.

